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longer a king; you have made us like
the /Ctf/os" (natives of India). The
anguish of outraged patriotism welled up
in a roaring surge of rebellion and
brigandage which in a moment swept over
the land, sapped the foundations of order
and of civil life, and only ebbed after
years of strife and misery. However base
and cruel the acts of many leaders of
bands, however much those outlaws were
imbued with the spirit of sheer plunder,
undoubtedly the mainspring of their
dogged resistance was patriotism, and
nothing else. Like a shaft of sunlight
athwart a rain-swept landscape, this fact
redeems much that was cruel, base,
pathetically futile, and throws over the
history of a thousand petty conflicts some
element of moral grandeur. It was the
tragedy of a shackled nation, impotently
struggling to be free. Let us learn from
it the depth and height and strength of
patriotic fire which the impassivity of an
Oriental may conceal but does not slake.
The means by which the pacification
of Burma was eventually accomplished